Comparison of lipidocolloid and chlorhexidine-impregnated tulle gras dressings following microscopically controlled surgery.
Modified microscopically controlled surgery (MCS) is a staged and margin-controlled excision; after MCS, the selection of an appropriate initial wound dressing plays an important role in wound healing. A wide range of dressings is available for temporary wound coverage; however, data comparing different types of wound dressings after MCS are lacking. The aim of this study was to compare two commonly used and commercially available types of wound dressings. We assessed pain levels, wound adherence, bleeding upon dressing removal and signs of infection, with chlorhexidine-impregnated tulle gras and a lipidocolloid dressing used for primary wound dressing following MCS. A total of 42 patients were included. Adherence of the dressing to the wound (p<0.001) and bleeding after removal (p=0.001) were significantly higher in the chlorhexidine-impregnated tulle gras dressing group. Pain during removal of wound dressing had a higher visual analogue scale score (1.9 ± 2.2) in the chlorhexidine-impregnated tulle gras dressing group compared to 0.7 ± 1.0 in the lipidocolloid dressing group (p=0.022). The results indicate that the lipidocolloid dressing, when compared with the chlorhexidine-impregnated tulle gras dressing, offers a significant benefit during removal in terms of less pain, less wound adherence and less wound bleeding. The authors have no conflict of interest to declare.